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Asia Pacific Youth Exchange (APYE) has been recognized as 
the leading regional platform that actively engaging youth in 
localizing Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) initiatives. 

The 1st APYE program in Vietnam organized by the Urban 
Youth Academy, in collaboration with valuable partners such 
as United Nations Development Program (UNDP) Vietnam, 
Action On Poverty (AOP) and Marine-life Conservation and 
Community Development (MCD) has created incredible 
impact on APYE Vietnam’s delegates.

Young people are empowered and inspired to take the lead in 
contributing to the achievements of SDGs in their respective 
communities, through social innovations and 
entrepreneurship.

Dear fellow change makers,

Mr. Hyoungmin Kim
Managing Director, Urban Youth Academy

The program also highlights the importance of 
establishing strong partnerships with local and 
international organizations, which not only gives 
youth delegates the opportunity to learn and hone 
the skills necessary to participate in SDGs-related 
activities, but also helps accelerate the 
implementation process of the selected projects in 
local communities.

With the success of the 1st program, we are 
looking forward to doing it even better this coming 
February to EMPOWER more Asia-Pacific youth to 
create more ACTION-ORIENTED proposals that can 
help change the world. Together, let’s make our 
dream world happen!

apyevietnam.org
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is the 
largest global partnership agreement and development 
plan for the planet ever made. It was agreed upon by all 
United Nations member state in September 2015, and 
consists of 17 goals and 169 targets. The goals 
ultimately aspire to create a better, more inclusive and 
more prosperous world by 2030, where “No One Is Left 
Behind”.

With more opportunities, resources & potential than any 
other generations before, it is time for us to participate, 
to collaborate, and to create “Practical innovations that 
inspire generations to drive SDGs  forward”.

APYE VIETNAM
Founded in January 2016, APYE Program is currently established in 4 countries including The Philippines, 
Thailand, South Korea and Vietnam, with more than 2000 APYE alumni from over 47 countries. 

APYE Vietnam is officially launched in 2019, hosted by Urban Youth Academy, United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) Vietnam and local social enterprise Innovation Incubator Social 
Company Limited. 

With the 1st program held from July 21st to August 2nd, APYE Vietnam has welcomed more than 100 
delegates from 10+ countries across Asia-Pacific and around the world, connected with 3 communities 
and their local governments, UN agencies, along with more than 10 International organizations, 
Universities and Corporate partners. 

Throughout all APYE editions, more than 150 youth-led social projects were created towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals, with 12 project ideas built by APYE Vietnam delegates.



LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING (LDT)

APYE Vietnam kicked start with 
the the High Level Forum on the 
1st day: “Youth and Sustainable 
Development Goals in Vietnam: 
Impact entrepreneurship 4.0” at 
British University Vietnam.
Through various interactive 
sessions, keynotes and panel 
discussion, delivered by honorable 
guest speakers from 
organizations, social impact 
enterprises & UNDP - United 
Nations Development Program, 
the forum provided an overview of 
SDGs, the 4th Industrial revolution 
and challenged young leaders to 
build capacity and drive 
communities forward inclusive 
growth, through social innovations 
and impact entrepreneurship.

Youth delegates were inspired to be 
community leaders, through 
inspiration from social impact 
entrepreneur champions of Vietnam, 
and key enablers who presented at the 
Forum to emphasize the important 
role of youth in leading and achieving 
an inclusive and sustainable 2030. 

In preparation for the Local 
Immersion experience, Financial 
Sustainability delivered by our 
guest speaker - Willbert Wynberg, 
along with Social Impact 
Assessment & Community 
Engagement tracks - led by our 
facilitators were added, together 
with Cultural Night, to foster 
collaborative mindset among the 
teams & delegates. 

Delegates then follow through 2 
days capacity training workshops, 
led by our facilitators - experts in 
Design Thinking & Social Business 
Model Canvas, to enhance soft 
skills, teamwork with tools and 
concepts to develop a social impact 
business idea and its proposal.



APYE Vietnam Projects Output
 http://bit.ly/APYEVNJULY19PROJECTS 

With knowledge and skills gained from LDT, 
delegates went through 7 days Local 
Immersion at 3 communities in Vietnam: 
● Buoi Village, Hoa Binh (BHB) 
● Ke Village, Hoa Binh  (KHB) 
● Giao Thuy, Nam Dinh (NDP)

Nam Dinh

Hoa Binh

Based on various research activities, hands-on 
engagement, delegates gathered reality 
insights, identified SDGs focus of each 
community and co-created solutions to existing 
issues using community resources.

LOCAL IMMERSION (LI)

http://bit.ly/APYEVNJULY19PROJECTS


YOUTH SYMPOSIUM
With project ideas generated during Local Immersion, youth delegates came back to Hanoi to meet with 
experts in the area of their project for further feedback and improvements. 

The “Art of Pitching” workshop were then organized by our guest speaker - Ms. Jen Vu Huong, to strengthen 
delegates’ presentation skills. Future orientation session closed the event, with commitment made by the 
delegates to continue their journey as #SDGen - future community leaders for SDGs. 

The final pitching day, which was organized at the Green One UN House, began with the Social Innovation Fair 
where delegates introduced their project ideas to Youth Symposium participations, who are students and 
lecturers coming from Foreign Trade University Hanoi (Vietnam), Hanyang University (Korea) and the judging 
panel.

The best 3 projects were selected 
for implementation by a panel of 3 Judges, 

who are representatives of 
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 

and British Council (BC), Vietnam.

Gala Night provided networking space between 
delegates and partners of the program took place in 
the evening, as the last farewell of APYE Vietnam - 
July 2019.



PROGRAM OUTPUT  

3 winning projects were selected by panels of judges to be followed up. The founder teams will go through 2 
months incubation Fellowship program with consultancy, mentorship & strategic planning with local 
communities for project implementation, in collaboration with our partners.

     OUTREACH

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

#Program Applications: 219 application forms from 10+ countries
#Program Delegates: 70 delegates from 10 countries
#High Level Forum Participants: 100+ from 12 counties
#Program Coordinators & Volunteers: 17 from 7 countries
#Partner Engagement: 15 partners & 27 speakers, mentors & judges from universities, organizations, social
enterprises, development agencies & government from Vietnam, the Philippines, South Korea, China, Taiwan, 
Ireland and Germany.

APYE Vietnam 2019 was successfully held with the focus to enable experiential learning for 
delegates and sustainable development for local communities. The following output was achieved:



REFERENCES
Guest speakers - mentors - judges in order of appearance:
● Prof. Dr. Ray Gordon - Vice Chancellor and President, British University Vietnam
● Mr. Dao Xuan Lai - Assistant Resident Representative, Head of Environment and Climate Change 

Department, UNDP Viet Nam
● Ms. Leni Robredo - Vice President of the Philippines
● Mr. Hyoungmin Kim - Managing Director, Urban Youth Academy
● Ms. Nguyen Nhu Quynh - Youth Engagement Officer, UNDP Vietnam
● Mr. Bobby Liu - Co-founder, TOPICA Founder Institute
● Ms. Jasmine Nguyen - Regional Manager, AngelHack
● Mr. Seán O'Connell - Human Rights & Innovation Officer, UNDP Vietnam
● Ms. Bui Tran Nhu Phuong - Inclusive Business Development Manager, Vietnam, Covestro
● Ms. Doan Thanh Hai - Programme Manager Society, British Council
● Ms. Hong Tang - Founder and CEO, Coins For Change
● Mr. Adrian John Leeds - Founder of 3 Global Digital Creative Agencies, CEO of AJoinMedia
● Mr. Wilbert Wynnberg - Serial Entrepreneur & Award-Winning Author
● Ms. Milena Nguyen - Author, International Speaker, Confidence - Life Purpose - Personal Branding Coach
● Ms. Jen Vu Huong - Founder of Empower Leaders Academy
● Ms. Jayni Gudka - Assistant General Manager, Ground Asia
● Mr. Pham Quang Hung - Senior Program Officer, Action On Poverty
● Ms. Tran Thi Hong Gam - Manager Society, British Council
● Ms. Bui Phuong Tra, Head of Governance and Participation a.i, UNDP Vietnam
● Ms. Caitlin Wiesen - Resident Representative, UNDP Vietnam

“I have best teammates who worked so hard, we spent most 
of the time doing interviews, and team discussions. Although 
we did not win, the unforgettable experience made us good 
friends. 
Thank you sooo much for organizing APYE! It is an 
unforgettable and unique memory in my life. And specially 
thank staffs of NDP, I totally experienced local immersion, 
thank you guys so much. I hope to see you soon (in Taiwan!)”

~ Chi Lo

“This is my first time visiting Vietnam, without any expectation, the 
experience taught me a lot of about how the world can be moved forward 
by social innovations. Also, this great opportunity created a connection 
between me and Vietnam for future opportunity. Supported by UNDP 
Vietnam, APYE always connects great leaders with great mindset, and 
helps the community grow stronger. It’s a mixed and complicated feeling 
for me to end this experience as part of APYE staff and personal 
connection with different people. The emotions are always there. I am 
responsible for my feeling and I choose to be courageous.”

~ Edward Tseng
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